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Lurks Behind
Egypt Scandal .

The sinister figure of fugitive es-
CIA sgent Edwin Wilson hukz din-
wirbingly in the bhackground of ‘2

multimillion-dolur scandal involving

tho highust officisls in Bgypi today.

! have uncovered ovidence that
catablizhes dircct Enks betwuen the
surzeptitious award of a lucrative
arms shipment contract and the men
who are now the deputy prime min-
ister and defense rminister of Bgypt.
Ansther official deeply involved ia
the brother-in-law of Egypts new

prﬁstdent Hoani Mubarek, whe 68

vice vresident learned of the back-
room deal but did nothing to stop it.

rayg

The company thet was secrotly

* given the exclusive contract to ship

billioas of dollass’ worth of US.

arms to Bgvpt wes called Tersam. It -

is vstensibly headed by an Egyptian
busmesaman rained Hussen Salem.
- But in a telophone interview with

my associates Iudy Badhwar and
Dale Van Atts, Salam ackuowledged

that en Abu Dhabi merch
Shorafs, helped ereaie Ters:
" _henvens o be & Pakstman,
and he continues fo hsave a h."deg
interest in the firm.—,

“The- tie ¢ Wilson ‘s through a

o, Al

fnmsr CIA a‘l;ﬂmﬂ Thoma a \,bma,

opecations before his retirement in
October 1978, Salera -turhed

)
(Clines when "I‘orvam g uzcret contract

miemd _to_be in trouble; the Pen»
tagon consilered the compomy un-
quslified to handls the shipments.
Salem nesded an American with
ood Washington coniections, and
%L.AB@ filled the bill. He wes gn old |
CIA buddy of Wikson; the two have

been linked with companies secratly

owned by the g 2oy, At the tine
Salem camo al(mg looking - for an
American p'ﬂmex, Clines  wen al-
ready runeing a compaay with back-
ing frorn his friend Wuson oo
The solution to Torsam’s difficult-
ies waa twofold: the company wa3
reorganized ino the Tygyptian Amer-
ican Teansport  Bervicss Co, with

Clines g a 49 pevcent ovmer, Then |

the firm'y mmpeuwrs for the juicy
shipping cdrtract were to be hought
off or forced ot of the nunning. -
"The ezporienco of the last poien-
tial rival to Egyptian American
Tmmw@ bordlered o the melodra-
'nmkc 3 wek, p‘em in Septemaber
1879 in's cuite ot 4ho ritzy Madisen
Hotel in Washington, -
‘ u. h&mm&amw was confronted
«by Clinzs, who h,zﬁasx bragging sbout
mmsctam; in the CIA. The vis-
:w wes umpmw’l by the pmeance
of wraed guarde and the Egyptien
n*ltmy eitache, Gen. Abu Ghazala,
who 8 now. de%ﬂmsu mms‘wr 3 L

/ then-minister
Kamal Hasean Ali, row d"puty

“configeated from a formor

-After Clines and tie Egypclmn .
who was deputy direvtor of. covert got him to agres to a phony subton-

tract in veturn for his silenes the
competitor weas taken to a reaiby
roomn, where more armed. g\mrdq
mnered hiin intc the presencs of the
of defense, . Gen.

primo minister.
Ali asked the bw;mewngn if he

Cwas setiefied with the unger-the-

table deal. 'The competitor” a:wre"!
him bhe was, thouzh ult! ,,Jtmy Ju
payoly was never cous Jmmated.
There is another raysterioiy’ !'nk
between the high Egyptien officials
and Wilson, who jumped héj! on
chorges of smuggling explosives to
Libya and is now hiding in "’npu‘x
under the protection of dietator
Muarsinar Gaddafi. Both A% and
Ghavala’s names were found in Robes
Wilsun

wercenary  arested  for k¢ -

. tempted killing last year of e alisi-

dent Lityan student in Coloradi,
The CiA devies ruy report that

~ Wilson met in Rome last July with
an agency officiel. Dub xy sgurces -

.

ingist thet the CIA dJeeneraiely
wants to know what sensitive apag-

atioas Wilson might reves! if+he 3 -

brought hack to face charges. :‘e e
gource said enigmaticslly, the agem v

.+ is most afraid he'll blow the whde

on “CIA involvement in deaths in

‘the Middle East which he is aware

;. of-—and CIA activities in Fpyp!.”.
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